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This collective work, with a dedicatory in memory of Norbert Lechner, is
composed by a raked set of key parts to explore the factors that influence
in the democratization’s dynamics.

Democracy is usually considered as a form of  government institutionally
established in Latin America. Nevertheless, behind this bold characterization
and after two decades of democratizing experience, verifiable political and
social balances have not been totally favorable. In this sense, the real current
situation claims for new analyses on the referents which link economic
problems with politics, development with democracy and elections with
participation. This book’s content offers some concerns sensibly valid in
the political development of our region. It is, the relation between
governability and troublesome dimensions which directly interfere with the
democratization process, such as economics and the general model it is
supported on, politics and its concrete forms of  expression, society on its
historical configuration as for participation and cultural expressions.

The book is constituted by twenty-one articles, divided into three
categories in an expositional manner: 1) politics and governability; 2) political
processes and governability; 3) governability’s social background.

In the first part, the problems of development and the search of visions
are distinguished; development and search which allow a better
comprehension of the obstacles to social participation. Manuel Alcántara
points out the reforms made in the 1990’s decade, as well as the international
politics’ influence on the region, articulated to a thorough analysis on the
quality of democracy in recent years, based upon diverse empirical evidence.

Norbert Lechner focuses on the challenges politics have before the
cultural change of  Latin American societies. When doing so, he stresses the
importance of  the cultural dimension in the context of  the global capitalism’s
development and the scarce attention this issue has been paid in
contemporary studies. His criticism’s axis is organized through the impact
that the so-called “society of market” has had, one of their relevant
expressions, in the author’s opinion, is how the current tendencies tend to
reinforce the present as an exclusive dimension and the “immediate
satisfaction of  the consumption”. Separately, Dieter Nohlen rehearses a
reflection on governability challenges in Latin America and its link with
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politics. One of  the important premises in his reflection lays on the suspicion,
according to which, the representative systems is losing validity and, at this
extent, a questioning from the social expectations towards political parties.
Lucio Oliver retakes Lechner’s contributions on State, the crisis of  the state’s
forms, as well as their implications in political and cultural life. Darío Salinas
Figueredo, in its work on “Political conditions and governability in Latin
America”, attempts an analysis of the unsolved tensions that accompany
current political processes and proposes questionings on the reach of a
democratic regime in our region. Likewise, he distinguishes the role
developed by the answer of the emergent democracies in the generation of
national and regional counterbalances, before the domination structure
configured around Neoliberalism. Anselmo Flores Andrade performs a study
on the political changes and proposes as well some positions on institutional
design. He concludes with a critical balance on common elements of the
ongoing institutional reforms. Ricardo Yocelevzky offers an analysis of  the
political-party system in its general tendencies, its relation to governability
and social demands.

The articles which constitute the second part of the book include a
series of studies from different countries, yet all of them deal with a central
preoccupation, the recent political processes and their link with governability.
The analysis by Tania Rodríguez Mora is based upon the challenges of
governability in the management of  da Silva’s first period in Brazil. Her
appreciation takes place between a balance in the economic measures and
the political strategies implemented. Damelys López Heredia focuses on
Venezuela’s political process, especially from the changes projected both in
domestic and foreign politics and the continuance of factors which will
enable governability in Chavez’s government. Ana María Larrea and Pablo
Ospina analyze Ecuador in the crucial conjuncture of  April 2005 under the
suggestive heading: “The outlaws’ rebellion” (La rebelión de los forajidos).
They present a ranked chronic of the events and advance in the
interpretative essay on the fundamental tendencies’ perspectives. Mexico’s
case is analyzed by several authors, among them Helena Varela Guiñot,
who reflects on the institutional design as a governability problem. Anselmo
Flores Andrade reflects on the new political parties and groups in a general
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balance on their contributions to governability conditions Mexico
experiences. Ernesto Isunza Vera examines the relation between civil society
and State, and how this entailment becomes democratizing. Finally, Silvia
Gómez Tagle focuses her study on the risk factors in the process of
democratic consolidation.

Last part approaches politics’ background. From different perspectives
the negative “balances” of the policies implemented by some Latin American
governments in the last decades are analyzed. The issues linked to pending
social demands that the democratizing experiences tried to “eradicate” are
examined. Works coincide, in general, in the fact that their permanence as
unsolved issues generates important implications for democratic
governability. From this perspective the old “citizenship” topic appears.
Silvia Bolos retakes it from the problem which constitutes the construction
of  public spaces. Exploitation as rupture between economics and politics
is approached by Jaime Osorio, and the citizenship’s restriction in the exercise
of  social rights to health is studied by Carolina Tetelboin Henrion. Finally,
facing “development” as an economic-political problem in its entailment
with democratizing processes, the analyzes, from diverse angles, by Patricio
Vergara, Aldo Muñoz Armenta, Gabriela Pérez Yarahuán and Darío Salinas
Figueredo are noteworthy.

To sum up, it can be concluded that Democratization and tensions of
governability in Latin America (Democratización y tensiones de gobernabilidad en
América Latina) is a set of  suggestive reflections moving, as Darío Salinas
Figueredo says, around a troublesome knot which lays on the interrogation
“how a society that in spite of  its reforms, electoral systems and ongoing
modernizations, regularly produces processes which exacerbate
concentration, exclusion and polarization becomes governable”.
Undoubtedly, this is a work which contains a serious analytical attempt to
evaluate the current discussion on democratic governability in our countries.
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